
Intersection upgrades ahead of schedule
A project to install state-of-the-art, 

low wattage LED traffic signals 

and make other improvements at 

intersections along a busy stretch 

of S.R. 17 in Toccoa will be com-

pleted earlier than expected.  New 

traffic lights are part of an overall 

plan to improve vehicle and pe-

destrian traffic at several active 

intersections.  Working under 

contract for the Georgia Depart-

ment of Transportation. TDC Sys-

tems Integration of Atlanta plans 

to wrap up the work within the 

next few weeks.  “We are approxi-

mately 45 days ahead of schedule 

as a result of proper planning 

and a mild winter,” said Antonio 

Dozier, president CEO of TDC SI.  

Intersections between Currahee 

Street and Rose Lane are being 

enhanced with brighter signals, 

concrete ramps for wheelchair ac-

cess, and new pedestrian crossing 

signals.  The plan also involves 

replacing outdated electron-

ics cabinets and attaching the
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newer LED lights to steel poles, 
which are more durable than 
wooden poles.  
Crews are also running fiber optic 
cabling underground to allow each 
intersection traffic signal to oper-
ate more effectively.  
    Another key component of the 
project is the installation of new 
video detection systems that use 
cameras to alert green lights to run 
longer during peak periods and al-
low traffic to flow more efficiently.
    Electromagnetic sensors are 
also be installed underground and 
connected to the intelligent traffic 
system to trigger lights to change 
when vehicles approach from 
several side streets.
    The new LED signals typically 
use six to 22 watts of electricity 
compared to incandescent traffic 
lights that use an average of 135 
watts of power.  TDC Systems 
Integration, started the Toccoa 
Intersection upgrades last October.  
    “We want Toccoa officials, 
residents and businesses to be 
very pleased with the intersection 
upgrades.  I think they will see 
significant improvements in traffic 
flow once this project is complet-
ed,” Dozier said. Work continued this week on installing new traffic lights along Big A Road.  The work, which is 45 days ahead of sched-

ule, also includes the installation of crossroads.


